329. INDIAN GRIEVANCES

The Bill as originally circulated, but not gazetted, has al-
ready been amended in the sense indicated as being necessary in
our leading article1 last week. It will be remembered that the ori-
ginal draft required Indians applying for the validation of a mar-
riage by virtue of its provisions to satisfy the Marriage Officer "that
there existed at the commencement of this Act between them a union
then recognized as a marriage under the tenets of an Indian reli-
gion which they profess". The Bill as amended, and now gazetted,
reads that the officer must be satisfied "that there exists between
them a union then recognized as a marriage under the tenets of
an Indian religion which they profess". This amendment provides,
therefore, for the validation of future marriages celebrated within
the Union or elsewhere. Then, again, paragraph 3, sub-section 2,
of the Bill is amended to provide that "the child under the age of
sixteen" shall include "the child of the exempted person and a
deceased woman who, if she had been alive, could have been
recognized as the wife (as herein defined) or whose union with
the exempted person could have been registered as a marriage
under section 2 of this Act". The amendment speaks for itself,
and the Bill now seems to satisfy the legislative requirements
of Passive Resisters. We hope that it will have a speedy passage
through Parliament

Indian Opinion, 10-6-1914

330. LETTER TO MOJIBHAIPATEL

GAPE TOWN,
Wednesday^ Jeth Vad 3 [Jme 10, 1914\

DEAR BROTHER,

When Ramachandra was about to go to the forest, King
Dasharatha asked him to ignore his [Dasharatha's] promise to Kai-
keyi and not to go, breach of promise though this might mean.
Ramachandra disregarded this desire born of the common
worldly attachment for the son and went to dwell in the forest,
thus showing true reverence for his father, and so made
Dasharatha's and his own name immortal. Harishchandra, by

* V& "The Relief Bill", pp. 421-2,